Whitstone Parish Council
Minutes for the Ordinary Meeting
Wednesday 8th July 2015
All meetings are open to the press and public unless the Council decides
otherwise
1.

Public question time (15 minutes allowed for this)

Dan Cock – bring to WPC attention that a prior approval for change of use from office to dwelling
house at Meadowside has been applied for. No-one wants this to go under the radar. Original
application for 2 full price houses became 2 houses + 1 an affordable housing; now it’s 3 houses with
potentially a fourth! Planning officer visited the site. New NPPF rules for the conversion – parking
issue is the main problem. Attended on behalf of a few others. John Barrett also noted that it was an
office, with amenities.
Geoffrey Hopper – planning on agricultural building. One of the objections is from someone who
doesn’t live in the Parish.
Balsdon Road sign has worn out. Bring to the attention of Highways
1a.
To receive County Councillor’s report on Matter’s Arising
None – apology for absence received.

2.

The Opening, Councillors present

The Meeting was opened by Cllr Horn, with 4 Councillors present; Cllrs Medland, Sutton, Hopper,
Collins. Esther Greig – Clerk

3.

To receive Apologies for absence with reasons

Cllr Adamson – personal, Cllr Furse to be late
Proposed: Cllr Sutton
Seconded: Cllr Hopper

4.

15/043

To receive Declarations of Interest & Approve Dispensations

Cllr Hopper

5.

unan

7a.planning

Pecuniary

to leave room

To receive and approve the Minutes of:

th

It was resolved to approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting Wednesday 10 June 2015
Proposed: Cllr Sutton
Seconded: Cllr Hopper
unan
15/044

6.

To receive Clerk’s report on Matter’s Arising:

One Wind Renewables – unilateral undertaking. Clerk has received original from Cornwall Council
and amended it.
Lightsource Community Benefit – Documents were sent recorded delivery and signed copy received
th
for our records. Funds were not received by 30 June, but were chased, and have now been
received - £50,000.
th
Bude community network – rescheduled to 20 July.

7.

Planning

Any late applications received will be discussed under this section
Cllr Horn reported that PA15/05476 is a prior approval - not available for WPC to make a consultee
comment. However, it is imperative that the PC comment on this following the public question time
discussion - strength of feeling and concern that this should be a full application.
It was resolved to comment that WPC has noticed the prior approval of Change of Use and would
request that this becomes a full application; as this site and it’s access are contentious issues within
the Parish
Proposed: Cllr Horn
Seconded: Cllr Sutton
unan
15/045
7a.
To discuss and make a Consultee comment on Application:
PA15/04822. Land South West of Wilsworthy Cross. Mr Geoffrey Hopper. Proposed building for
covered gathering area.
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**Cllr Hopper left the room**
2 Public objections – in the slot in line with their bungalow – the plans aren’t clear – is it against the
right hand side in the first field right against the hedge? Some discussion on where the shed is –
doesn’t show the relationship with the bungalow. WPC has no objection to a shed; but not against the
bungalow hedge and it’s their hedge. Drainage – all the ground slopes away – no issue with run off –
will be guttered. As long as it is against the field boundary. It was resolved to reply with Support for
the application provided the shed is sited against the field boundary, not the dwelling boundary. The
dwelling is screened from the application with a tree boundary; limiting the buildings’ visual impact on
the dwelling.
Proposed: Cllr Medland
Seconded: Cllr Horn
unan
15/046
**Cllr Hopper returned**
7b.
Approvals
PA15/03481. Higher Thorne Farmhouse, Whitstone. Mr W D Medland. Proposed straw bedded
livestock building 1
PA15/03164. Sea View Farm, Whitstone. Mr & Mrs D Fowler. Variation of condition 6 in relation to
decision notice PA14/00274 dates 3/9/14: Noise assessment submitted to justify a proposed
alternative noise condition.
For Information
PA15/03594. Deran, Oak Lane. S52/S106 and discharge of condition apps.

8.

Portfolio Reports:

Footpaths – To note the receipt of the written quote from Darren Humber. CC acknowledge that the
footpath by the settlement has been encroached but will need time to sort it out.
Localism/Parish Plan/BAN – next week 20th
Parish Hall – Cllr Collins would like to thank whomever put weed killer on the carpark.

9.

Correspondence

9.a
To Discuss Correspondence for Action
1.
Letter from Pensions Regulator. Changes to workplace pensions. Clerk to formulate a
resolution for discussion next month
** Cllr Furse arrived and took over chair**
9.b
To Note Correspondence for Information
1.
CALC – A Case for Cornwall
2.
CC - Appeal Notice PA14/02107. Big Field Wind Farm. Requested to reiterate earlier
th
comments. No designated area and Parish support. Comments by 28 – Clerk to resend comments
from our original application.
Proposed: Cllr Horn
Seconded: Cllr Hopper
unan
15/047

10.

Agenda Items

1.
It was resolved to accept the unilateral undertaking as a standard document for WPC.
Cllr Sutton notes that it covers best practice but should we pass it by a solicitor to check? Clerk has
consulted with Cornwall Council. Cllr Medland noted that the document has been used by at least 12
wind turbines in the area.
Proposed: Cllr Horn
Seconded: Cllr Sutton
unan
15/048
2.
It was resolved to open formal negotiations on the subject of Community Benefit Payments
with the owners and developers of Renewable Energy projects, as they are applied for.
Proposed: Cllr Sutton
Seconded: Cllr Horn
unan
15/049
3.
To discuss the investment of Community benefit funds
WPC has no specific forward plan at the moment. Discussed long term investment giving potentially
£15,000 annual income from the 3 renewable energy projects. Folk to folk investment have £51m in
the local area – pick your project. Opportunity to keep the Capital and ensure that it is not eroded by
inflation, reinvest some of the money to ensure RPI covered. Consider using the annual payments
each year and the interest from the capital. Achieving the car park and playground is a longer term
aspiration – Cllr Sutton suggested 3 year plan going forward with a vision and aspirations of the
village in mind. Use the capital as an interest earner. Keep the capital to match fund in the future.
Strategy - Invest £50,000 linked to RPI to ensure no capital erosion
Had one request for a grant application form.
Chair to write an article for the Whistler regarding the receipt of the £50,000 lump sum.
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4.
War Memorial – to finalise landscape and wall design and to resolve to get 3 quotes
Block with stone fascia? dry stone wall turns into a hedge – can’t see the stone, pulling out weeds
every year. zero maintenance option is better, capping stone? Brick is not in keeping with the area.
Take away the fence. £700-800. No rush to get it done by November but would be nice to. Water
mains in the area, so have to be careful. Have a look at John’s granite walls, bring in samples of
stone and finishes with ideas and cost – make a decision next time. Approach local builders,
foundation issues?
5.
It was resolved that Clerk to write to Highways requesting hedge trimming start end May.
Cllr Furse spoke to contractors this morning – 6 weeks late trimming hedges because last year they
had complaints that the pigeons were still nesting. But they aren’t nesting in the road side grass! –
pedestrian and road side safety more important than pigeons – not an acceptable risk.
Proposed: Cllr Furse
Seconded: Cllr Sutton,
unan
15/050

11.

Accounts

To review accounts to budget for the first quarter. Noted that the donations expenditure exceeds the
budget for the Churchyard - will need to be reviewed in October
th
Balances 30 June 2015
Current Account
£ 9,127.72
11b.
To approve Accounts for Payment & note Income
Esther Greig
Clerk Wages
Esther Greig
Clerk Mileage
Esther Greig
Clerk Expenses - postage
It was resolved to approve the accounts for payment
Proposed: Cllr Furse
Seconded: Cllr Collins,

12.

000474
000474
000474

£107.08
£0.90
£2.05

unan

15/051

Items for August Agenda.

Invest CB – clerk to check out ‘folk to folk’ for best practice.
Policy for management of fund
Planning

13.

Items for September Agenda.

Pension contribution
War memorial landscaping

The meeting closed at 2115.
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